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Introduction 

• Christianity (from the Ancient Greek: Christianos and 

the Latin suffix -itas) is a monotheistic and Abrahamic 

religion  based on the life and teachings of Jesus as 

presented in canonical gospels and other New Testament 

writings. It also considers the Hebrew Bible, which is 

known as the Old Testament, to be canonical. Adherents 

of the Christian faith are known as Christians. 



 

 

 Jesus ( 7–2 BC/BCE to 30–36 AD/CE), also 

referred to as Jesus of Nazareth is the central 

figure of Christianity, whom a majority of 

Christian denominations worship as God the 

Son incarnated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sin  

• Christian hamartiology describes sin as an act of offence 

against God by despising his Person and his 

commandments, and by injuring others. It is an evil 

human act, which violates the rational nature of man as 

well as God's nature and his eternal law. According to the 

classical definition of St. Augustine of Hippo sin is a 

word, deed, or desire in opposition to the eternal law of 

God. The doctrine of sin is central to Christianity, since 

its basic message is about redemption in Jesus Christ. 



Etymology 

• In the Hebrew Bible the word "sin" is derived from the verb  
"to err", in one case - that of slingshot throwers in Judges - of 
"missing a target," but more commonly simply of sinning. This 
in the Greek Septuagint was rendered with hamartia, a word 
which in classical texts generally means "crime," "fault," 
"wrong." 

Old Testament 

• The first reference to "sin" as a noun is of sin "lying at the 
door," waiting to overpower Cain, a form of literary 
theriomorphism. The first use of the verb is God preventing 
Abimelech from "sinning against me" by touching Abraham's 
wife in Genesis 20. Isaiah announced the consequences: a 
separation between God and man, and unrequited worshipping. 

 



Sin: Eternal Law 



Original Sin 

• The moment Adam and Eve ate the fruit from the tree—which God 
had commanded them not to do—sinful death was born; it was an act 
of disobedience, thinking they could become like gods, that was the 
sin. Since Adam was the head of the human race, he is held 
responsible for the evil that took place, for which reason the Fall of 
man is referred to as the "sin of Adam". This sin caused Adam and 
his descendants to lose unrestricted access to God Himself. The years 
of life were limited. "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned. 

• In Christian theology, the death of Jesus on the cross is the atonement 
to the sin of Adam. "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
be made alive.“  As a result of that act of Christ, all who put their 
trust in Christ (and, in some denominations, are baptized) now have 
unrestricted access to God through prayer and in presence. 



New Testament 

• Hamartia, the Greek word of the New Testament which is 
translated into English as "sin", literally means missing 
the target. The New Testament defines sin in 1 John 3:4: 
"Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness".  

• Jesus clarified the la by placing it on two precepts, the 
first and greatest commandment being: "Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind". In combination with the second and 
equal commandment: "Love your neighbor as yourself," 
it forms the premise for the Law and Prophets." 



Eastern/Oriental 

Orthodox views 

• The Eastern Orthodox and Oriental Orthodox use sin both to refer to 
humanity's fallen condition and to refer to individual sinful acts. In 
many ways the Orthodox Christian view of sin is similar to the 
Jewish, although neither form of Orthodoxy makes formal 
distinctions among "grades" of sins. 

• The Eastern Catholic Churches, which derive their theology and 
spirituality from same sources as the Eastern Orthodox and Oriental 
Orthodox, do not use the Latin Catholic distinction between Mortal 
and Venial sin. However, like the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, the 
Eastern Catholic Churches do make a distinction between sins that 
are serious enough to bar one from Holy Communion (and must be 
confessed before receiving once again) and those which are not 
sufficiently serious to do so. In this respect, the Eastern Tradition is 
similar to the Western, but the Eastern Churches do not consider 
death in such a state to automatically mean damnation to Hell. 



Freedom 

The words of Jesus: "The truth will make you free" (Jn 

8:32) must enlighten and guide all theological reflection and 

all pastoral decisions in this area. This truth which comes 

from God has its centre in Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 

world.  From him, who is "the way, and the truth, and the 

life" (Jn 14:6), the Church receives all that she has to offer 

to mankind. Through the mystery of the Incarnate Word and 

Redeemer of the world, she possesses the truth regarding 

the Father and his love for us, and also the truth concerning 

man and his freedom.  



Truth, the condition for 

freedom  

• Man's moral conscience is under an obligation to be open to the 
fullness of truth; he must seek it out and readily accept it when it 
presents itself to him. According to the command of Christ the Lord, 
the truth of the Gospel must be presented to all people, and they have 
a right to have it presented to them. Its proclamation, in the power of 
the Spirit, includes full respect for the freedom of each individual and 
the exclusion of every form of constraint or pressure. 

• The Holy Spirit guides the Church and the disciples of Jesus Christ 
"into the full truth" (Jn 16:13). The Spirit directs the course of the 
centuries and "renews the face of the earth" (Ps 104:30). It is he who 
is present in the maturing of a more respectful awareness of the 
dignity of the human person.(7) The Holy Spirit is at the root of 
courage, boldness and heroism: "Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom" (2 Cor 3:17).  



Conclusion 

Here we study the conception of sin and freedom according to 

Christian tradition. These are an important conceptions  of 

Christian ethics and have a great relevance for  a Christian. 
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